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Building a Calendar
that Doesn’t Suck



Jason Pontius

President, White Whale Web Services
Totally qualified to speak on this topic



T his ts mainly

a story about

failure
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Why are all these

calendars so terrible’



Why are all these

calendars so terrible?”

[t must be because the people
who built them are dumb,
and we are total geniuses.



I made a video about 1t.



Seriously, you guys,
Google Calendar 1s terriblel

Nobody should use 1t.
Fveryone does. (Including me.)
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Why are all these

calendars so terrible’

Because calendaring is really

complex, and hard to get right.



Most Web calendars are
byproducts of room reservation
and resource scheduling systems.
For (some of) these products,
public calendaring 1s an
afterthought.



Also, room
reservation
software 1s hike
crystal meth.



Also, room
reservation
software 1s hike
crystal meth.




3. People don’t think of events as
a “marketing” opportunity, but
your calendar tells the story of
your school better than almost
anything else.



“Ambient Noise Tomography for Wavespeed and
Anisotropy 1n the Crust of Southwestern China”

Architecture/BT Lecture: Michael Wetter, “Quo
Vadis Building Stimulation: New Generation of

Computational Tools”

Synthesis and photophysical property studies of

new porphyrinoid-functional materials

Nuclear and Particle Theory Seminar
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Current exhibits listed at the bottom
III|| S RSS feeds

Mational Day Without Stigma +* browse by category

All day
Building: W20 quick search
=) all

MIT-0SA Student Lunch Seminars -
12:30a-2:00a of keywords
Building: 36-428 () any of keywords

from:
Doctoral Disssertation Defense entitled, "Ambient Noise oct & 07 3 13 ;

Tomography for Wavespeed and Anisotropy in the Crust of
Southwestern China”

9:00a—10:00a nov 07 : 13 3
Building: 54-209

until:

Search
10AM Undergraduate Admissions Information Session (followed
by a campus tour) £ advanced search
10:00a—12:30p f
Building: 10-100 * help

Physics Ph.D. Thesis Defense: William Uspal
10:30a—12:30p
Building: E17-517

Campus Tour
11:008—12:30p
Location: Lobby ¥ (Main Entran...

Focus Group on Student Online Gateway (Free Lunch)
12:00p—1:00p
Building: 35-315




In situ T-regulatory Cell Conversion by Oral
Interleukin-10 Nanoparticles

The Proteasome 1n Protecting against

Misfolded Proteins

Gender Institute Welcoming Reception

Blast Theory
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OCTOBER 7, 2013

Microbiology Seminar EA Email This

In situ T-regulatory Cell Conversion by Oral
Interleukin-10 Manoparticles »

Allen Chung. Farber 134b. Moon - 1:00 p.m. Departments of
Microbiology and Immunology. at B29-2676.

‘Web site:
http: / f medicine.buffalo.edu/news_and_events/
upcoming_events/event.htmlfeventid=30005&amp;eventtype=>5

Experiential Learning Event EA Email This

Funding Your Research Projects (A) »

Center for Undergraduate Research and Creative Activity,

Undergraduate Education. 12 Capen " , Morth Campus. 3:00 p.m.

- 4:00 p.m. free. 645-7778. (tat@buffalo.edu)
‘Web site: http://workshops. buffalo.edu

Gender Institute Event EA Email This

Gender Institute Welcoming Reception »

Gender Institute, Univ. at Buffalo. Frank Llowd Wright's Fontana
Boat House, 1 Rotary Row, Buffalo NY 14201. 4:00 p.m. - 7:00 pm
Free. Gender Institute. (716)645-5200. (rburke2@buffalo.edu)

‘Web site: http://eenderin.buffalo.edus

Fioneers in Neuroscience Lecture Series EA Email This
The Proteasome in Protecting against

Misfolded Proteins »

Alfred L. Goldberg, PhD. 144 Farber Hall, South Campus. 4:00 p.m.

- 5:00 p.m. Free. Hunter James Kelly Research Institute. Lawrence
‘Wrabetz, MD at (716) 881-8913. (lwrabetz®@buffalo.edu)

ame A =

October 7-13, 2013 IRSS

Mitchell Lecture to discuss
copyright infringement versus
play

10/8 | Details

Herbie Hancock concert at the
Center for the Arts

10/% | Details

Alberti Center for Bullying
Abuse Prevention Annual
Conference
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Every single audience your
website has depends on events,
and everyone’s needs are

SLIGHTLY different.



Some 1deas and
suggestions that
might help 1l your

calendar sucks



I. Tell everyone who will
listen to you that events are
a cructally important part of
marketing your school.



“What do students do on the weekends?””

“Is 1t boring to live in a small town like 77

“What 1s my alma mater doing with my money?”

These are all questions that people actually ask, and
calendars are the only way to answer them.



2. Don’t go anywhere near a
calendaring solution that
doesn’t export data in open

formats like RSS.

Marketing alert: Mine does



3. Remember that a perfect
calendar has to be all
things to all people, and
that’s impossible.



T'his means that your
calendar will inevitably
disappoint some people,
even 1t 1t doesn’t suck.



To learn about a calendar
that sucks less and less
every month, visit Booth 21.



Visit Booth 21.



