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basically the pinnacle

of my personal and 
professional life. 



This presentation is
basically the pinnacle

of my personal and 
professional life. 

Please don’t tell my wife I made that joke



Let’s get this  
“Corporate Track”

thing out of the way
right now.



Protestantism and 
Nationalism in Czech
Mother-Tongue Defense
Building a Calendar 
that Doesn’t Suck



Jason Pontius
President, White Whale Web Services
Totally qualified to speak on this topic



This is mainly 
a story about 

failure.



White Whale Web Services



•	 Middlebury College

•	 Saint Mary’s College of California

•	 Penn Law School

•	 Colorado College

•	 Washington College

•	 Occidental College

•	 Syracuse Architecture

•	 Shimer College

•	 Alma College

•	 Berkeley Law

•	 Lake Forest College

•	 Touro College

•	 MIT Engineering

•	 Marymount Manhattan College

•	 Southwestern University

•	 Lewis & Clark

•	 University of San Francisco

•	 New Jersey Institute of Technology

•	 Brown University

•	 Haverford College

•	 Tulane University

•	 Merrimack College

•	 Occidental College

•	 Cal State Monterey Bay

•	 Duke Law

•	 Angelo State University



LiveWhale CMS
CONTENT MANAGEMENT for STORYTELLERS





Why are all these
calendars so terrible?



Why are all these
calendars so terrible?

It must be because the people  
who built them are dumb, 
and we are total geniuses.



I made a video about it.



Seriously, you guys,  
Google Calendar is terrible!

Nobody should use it.
Everyone does. (Including me.)







Why are all these
calendars so terrible?

Because calendaring is really 
complex, and hard to get right.



1. 	 Most Web calendars are 
byproducts of room reservation 
and resource scheduling systems.  
For (some of) these products, 
public calendaring is an 
afterthought. 



2. 	 Also, room  
reservation  
software is like  
crystal meth.



2. 	 Also, room  
reservation  
software is like  
crystal meth.



3. 	 People don’t think of events as 
a “marketing” opportunity, but 
your calendar tells the story of 
your school better than almost 
anything else.



	 “Ambient Noise Tomography for Wavespeed and 
Anisotropy in the Crust of Southwestern China”  
 
Architecture/BT Lecture: Michael Wetter, “Quo 
Vadis Building Simulation: New Generation of 
Computational Tools”

	 Synthesis and photophysical property studies of 
new porphyrinoid-functional materials

	 Nuclear and Particle Theory Seminar





	 In situ T-regulatory Cell Conversion by Oral 
Interleukin-10 Nanoparticles  

	 The Proteasome in Protecting against 
Misfolded Proteins  

	 Gender Institute Welcoming Reception  

	 Blast Theory  





4. 	 Every single audience your 
website has depends on events, 
and everyone’s needs are 
SLIGHTLY different.



Some ideas and 
suggestions that 
might help if your 
calendar sucks



1. 	Tell everyone who will 
listen to you that events are 
a crucially important part of 
marketing your school.  



“What do students do on the weekends?”

“Is it boring to live in a small town like _____ ?”

“What is my alma mater doing with my money?”

These are all questions that people actually ask, and 
calendars are the only way to answer them.



2. 	Don’t go anywhere near a 
calendaring solution that 
doesn’t export data in open 
formats like RSS.

Marketing alert: Mine does



3. 	Remember that a perfect 
calendar has to be all 
things to all people, and 
that’s impossible.  



3. 	This means that your 
calendar will inevitably 
disappoint some people, 
even if it doesn’t suck.



To learn about a calendar 
that sucks less and less  
every month, visit Booth 21.



Visit Booth 21.


